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The Gainesville, TX  (GLE) flight line before the Medal Of Honor Recipient Parade April 9.   Left to right: 

 Herschel ñWoodyò Williams, your Editor, Jim Taylor, Harvey ñBarneyò Barnum, Michael Fitzmaurice.  Note the medals. 
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PRESIDENT½S CORNER 

By Gene de Bullet   

 

Dear Folks, 

 

I have several things to report to you. 

 

In the next few days our contractor will commence to close the middle and west gate on the north end of 

Hicks Field.  Those gates will be permanently closed and re-fenced.   The east gate on the north end will re-

main open and gated similar to our south gate with admission strictly by gate clicker (in and out) available to 

members and residents through Jim Usher.  Notice will go out before this transition takes place. 

 

Evidence has been found of traffic and/or 2-wheel vehicles coming in to the airport around the northwest and 

southwest corners next to the railroad tracks to our west.  Your board is exploring a way to secure those cor-

ners (more to come later). 

 

Recently, several complaints have been received as to vehicles or airplanes blocking taxiway ñBravoò our 

second taxiway.  Our management company has been asked to monitor any encroachments or other violations 

of the CCRôs as airplanes are hard to ñback upò as you know. 

 

On the horizon is a possible ñseal coatò as to some of our taxiways and a sweeping of low areas where sand or 

gravel may have washed since the recent rains. Be careful taxiing your airplane in low areas and be careful 

walking behind or near taxiing aircraft as we all learned as baby pilots. 

 

Lastly we hope to have some overdue barriers in place on the south end of each taxiway to prevent driving 

through our rancherôs fence, within the next couple of weeks. They will be appropriately painted and out of 

the way of traffic.  Ted Kelso and Jerry Kinman are in charge of this improvement. 

 

Gene 

Board of Directors   

June Meeting:  

Thursday, June 9, Hangar 111 6:30 PM   

To have your concern placed on the agenda  

 please contact your local board member.  
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       May/June editorial  

                  By Mike Bruno  

Submittal Policy:  The deadline for submission of articles, advertisements, min-

utes, and reports will be the 15th of the month.  This should provide sufficient time to 

edit the layout of the newsletter so that it can be mailed & posted to www.t67.org by the first of the 

following month. Please provide input in MS Word format, if possible. Flappings  will be available online 

on or about the first of every month. All ads should be submitted in writing to:  

                                                    flappingseditor@yahoo.com .  

The cover picture was taken before the parade honoring Medal of Honor Recipients at Gainesville, 

TX a few weeks ago.  Gainesville has been hosting this event since 2001, and is the only city in the 

US honoring our living MOH recipients in this manner.  I have been honored to be involved for the 

last four years. 

 

I wonôt bore you with the stats, but there have been very few recipients of this medal, and most are 

awarded posthumously.  Given that many who survived served in long-ago conflicts, there are less 

than one hundred living recipients today.  That twelve of them were able to attend this event is excep-

tional.  And it was indeed an honor to meet some of them.  The event hosts a banquet each year, and 

each recipient is  recognized for their heroic achievements. 

 

These are the real heroes.  I cringe when I hear an athlete or race car driver or movie star or politician 

called a ñheroò.  The gentlemen honored at Gainesville operated flame-throwers on Iwo Jima, fell on 

live hand grenades in Korea and Vietnam, held off over-running troops with bayonets, and much 

more, all while living thousands of miles from home in terrible conditions.   

 

We owe everything to these men.  I urge you to take a few minutes to remember those who did not 

survive.  Gainesvilleôs MOH host city program web site is:  http://moh-hostcityprogram.com/ 

 

As an aside, if any of you saw the flamethrower episode of the ñSons of Gunsò program on Discov-

ery Channel, thatôs the same Woody on this issueôs front cover in the red jacket.  At the age of eighty

-nine, he showed the young host how it was done! 

 

Otherwise, other than the weather, itôs been a typical month around here.  As the President men-

tioned, parking is a problem and security is a hot issue.  There also seems to be an increased amount 

of pedestrian traffic, and juveniles and small kids on bicycles.  There are people pushing strollers and 

dogs on leashes.  Iôve also seen young kids playing on the taxiways and in the septic fields.  Looks 

like our demographics are changing. Taxi and drive carefully! 

 

Due to time constraints, this is another bimonthly issue of Flappings.  I hope to return to monthly 

publishing soon.  YOU can help by sending in articles, guest editorials, ideas, and suggestions.   

 

                                      Mike 

mailto:flappingseditor@yahoo.com
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The trip was in 2001 and was from Horseshoe Bend, Arkansas to Alaska and return. The aircraft was a 

Cessna 172. The plan was to fly the Alaskan highway and camp under the wing . Her words. 

 

 

June 16, 2001 Saturday 

8:10 liftoff from Horseshoe Bend. Was a perfect morning for beginning our Canada ï Alaska adventure. 

Blue sky ï no wind. The airplane seemed a bit heavy but rose like a charmer. Leveled at 4500 ft. Passed 

over Springfield, MO on to Junction City, KS. 3 hrs. Stopped for fuel and lunch. 

 

12:20 Lots of sun. Took off for the second leg. Rose to 6500 ft. Got a good tail wind. Kansas looks like a 

calico cat ï all kinds of browns,greens, tans of the farmlands. All flatland ï could see forever. Landed at 

Chadron for fuel. 

3:40 Actually it was 4:40 our time, but we've started crossing time zones. Got gassed up and off into a gor-

geous sky ï just enough clouds to give us shade as we headed west ï northwest closer to the mountains.. 

Lots of mining here in Montana. Rose to 8500 ft, a few pockets of turbulence over the higher elevations. 

Landed at Laurel, MT. No one at the airport. Self service gas pump. A neighbor opened the airport lounge 

and here we spent the night. Ate the rest of our packed lunch. Was good. Sleeping was in a shrunken down 

Quonset hut. Mountains have snow at the peaks. Will see what morning will bring. 

 

June 17, Sunday 

Had a good night camping out. Used sleeping bags in the lounge for pilots. A neighbor let us use his vehicle 

to go to town for breakfast. Flapjacks at the Railroad Cafe. Very good. 

9:00 We're on our way to Cutbank, MT. Crusing altitude 6500 ft. Had to skirt a few mountains. 7500 ft 

high near Billings, MT then back on course. Clear day ï beautiful terrain ï a bit turbulent. 

12:00 Cutbank ï small town. Tied down at the airport. Got a courtesy car to town. Stayed at a nice Super 8 

motel. Cleaned up ï went out for dinner. Early to bed. 

 

June 18, Monday 

Light rain this morning. Off to the airport. Did the paperwork to enter Canada. 

 

10:30 Lift off ï cloudy skies. One hour flight to Lethbridge. Head winds and a bit of rain and turbulence. 

11:30 Arrived at Lethridge. Met by the custom official. Did all the paperwork Talked to the tower people 

for a weather briefing. TS predicted in the afternoon. Decided to spend the rest of the day here. Went shop-

ping. Got a new watch. Really neat. Guess where? Wal-Mart.   (Wal-Mart is an Arkansas based company...ed.) 

 

June19, Tuesday 

6:00 What a lovely day ï a bit cool, but clear. 

Off to the airport. Departed Lethbridge for Whitecourt for gas and to stretch our legs. Departed for Fort St. 

John. The terrain changed to green forests. Good weather ï shoved off for Fort Nelson. Nice people. Vis-

ited with some of the mechanics while we took time to relax. Weather was moving in the next day, so we 

made a day of flying. Went on to Watson Lake. We really camped out.  Pitched the tent. Tossed in our 

sleeping bags. It was still light at 11:00 PM and the mosquitoes were out in force. Ate from our provisions 

and slept a good nights sleep. 

      Flying Stories: The Diary of Flo Haley  
                                                  Submitted by Jack Haley  
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June 20, Wednesday 

Woke up at 5:00 AM. It was so light and the sun was coming up. Packed and stored our gear and were in 

the air by 6:30. Passed our check points, Pine Lake, Teslin, and on to Whitehorse, 194 miles away. There 

we found the best restaurant and had a hot meal. Met a nice couple going to Fairbanks in their airplane. The 

short wing Tri-Pacers were having a convention in Fairbanks. 

 

10:15 Took off for Northway ï 259 miles away. What a beautiful flight ï right up there in between moun-

tains. Took a few pictures. Saw a beautiful rainbow on the ground. Went through rain ï flying under the 

clouds. Landed at Northway. Had to go through American customs. Not bad. The weather was closing in so 

we flew to Fairbanks. Two hours of riding a bucking bronco  Made camp at Fairbanks camp grounds. Met 

Herb from Lancaster, CA. Loved to talk!!! 

 

June 21, Thursday 

What a good night. Feel rested this morning. Woke up at 4:00 got up at 6:00 unbelievably light. Walked to 

the pilot's lounge at the small terminal ï took a good shower. Had breakfast at a neat cafe. Mosquitoes 

ready for a meal ï don't like Avon skin so soft. Waiting to get a rent car to see the sights. 

 

10:30 Picked up the rent car and went to the Historic Downtown area. Neat shops and eateries. Tonight is 

the summer solstice ï 24 hours of sunshine. Fairbanks celebrates in a big way. Downtown is blocked off for 

entertainment, crafts, ball game (one begins at midnight) dancing and balloon rides. We gave the place a 

nice tour and will go back tonight for dinner and fun. 

1:00 Went to Alaskaland. A touristy place with lots of atmosphere. Had a Greek lunch 

6:30 Going to Wolf Run for a good dinner then off to town for the Solstice Festival. One difficult thing 

about this place, is it's hard to know when to go to sleep because it stays light. 

Wolf Run ï a lovely place. The restaurant is in a home. Met the owner and her dogs. Had an excellent din-

ner. Then we went back downtown. Listened to the music and people watched. Too many people. Off to 

bed in broad daylight at 10:30. Bought ñRaidò. 

 

June 22, Friday 

5:00 Woke up ï cleaned up 

6:00 Went out for breakfast. Sophies. ñGreatò 

8:45  Took a riverboat cruise on Discovery III. What a neat experience. Sailed on the Chena and Tanana 

River. On the Chena River saw some extraordinary homes. Saw (the lady and her dogs) Susan Butcher. She 

showed us two little puppies. Adorable. She has over 100 dogs, best cared for in the world. Saw reindeer at 

a Chena Indian Village. Stopped there for an hour. Quite a tour given by 3 ï 4 Indian girls (All of whom 

attend the university somewhere). Delightful young ladies and knowledgeable. Came back. Just as well. 

Lowell lost a alternator and burned up the voltage regulator on his plane, so, yes you guessed it. Jack was 

over there until they got it fixed. Repacked the plane and Jack's tool box. Getting cloudy. 

 

June 23, Saturday 

What a lovely bright morning. Had breakfast ï took down the tent ï packed the camping gear and repacked 

the plane and returned the rent car. 

10:50 We took off from Fairbanks for Clear, a waypoint. During the night, the forest fires began again. 

What smoke. Thought we could top it at 4500 but had to go to 6500. It was pretty hazy in spots. Saw Mt 

McKinley and took pictures. Impressive. Went through some awesome passes. Stopped at Talkeetna for 

gas. Had a nice lunch.                                                                    Continued on page 10. 
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Financial reports  
As of March 31, 2011 - Submitted by Jim Usher, HAPA Treasurer  

HAPA Income and Expense Statement  
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HAPA BALANCE SHEET  
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From around the Caribbean: 

Opposite page, top, is the South Ramp at Las Americas International Airport, Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic.  The 

Dehavilland Dash 7 is sporting UN livery.  It is probably flying missions into Haiti, on the Western side of the same island, His-

paniola. Notice the boneyard with a DC-4, Constellation, Convair 440, and other vintage aircraft. 

  

Left,  our scheduled operation at Saint Thomas, US Virgin Islands.  Notice the use of front and rear doors for passenger boarding, 

the way it was supposed to be, and mobile boarding stairs, the way it used to be.  Saint Thomas is the only place in the world I 

know of where driving is on the left side of the road, British style, but all the cars are left hand drive, American style.  The van ride 

to the hotel on the narrow, winding, hilly roads can be quite exciting. 

  

Above is the entry hall for international arrivals into Caracas, Venezuelaôs Maiquetia International Airport.  The twoï story tall 

banners caught my attention;  they are located throughout the airport.  This one says:  ñDairies of the Andes.ò  ñMade in Socialismò.   


